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other parts of Scripture, wherein the love of God is
positively commended to the whole of a Christian
church5; or wherein the want of it6, or wherein its
not being the chief and ruling affection, is charged on
persons professing themselves Christians, as being
sufficient to disprove their claim to that appellation,
or as being equivalent to denying it7. Let not there-
fore any deceive themselves by imagining, that only
an absolute unqualified renunciation of the desire of
the favour of God is here condemned.    God will not
accept of a divided affection; a single heart, and a
single eye, are in express terms declared to be indis-
pensably required of us.   We are ordered, under the
figure of amassing heavenly treasure, to make the
favour and service of God our chief pursuit, for this
very reason, because "where our treasure is, there
will our hearts be also?   It is on this principle that in
speaking of particular vices, such phrases are often
used in Scripture, as suggest that their criminality
mainly consists in drawing away the heart from
him who is the just object of its preference; and
that sins, which we .might think very different in
criminality, are classed together, because they all
agree in this grand character.   Nor is this preference
asserted only over affections which are vicious in
themselves,   and  to  which  therefore Christianity
might well be supposed hostile, but over those also
which in then? just measure are not only lawful, but
even most strongly enjoined on us.   " He that loveth
father and mother more than me," says our blessed
Saviour, " is not worthy of me;" " and he that loveth
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me8.""   The spirit of these injunctions harmonizes
5	2 Cor. xiii. 14.
 6	1 John iii. 17.—Rom. xvi. 18.—Compared with Philipp. iii. 19.
also 1 Cor. xvi. 22.
 7	2 Tim. iii. 4.	* Matt, x, 37.

